
GUIDE TO USING 
ESSER II FUNDING 
FOR LEARNING LOSS 
RECOVERY
The CARES Act provided emergency relief funds to address the impact of 

COVID-19 on elementary and secondary schools across the nation. On 

December 27, 2020, the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental 

Appropriations Act, 2021 (CRRSA), was signed into law and provides 

additional funding for the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 

Relief Fund (ESSER II Fund). This guide will explain how schools and 

districts can employ CRSSA funds and the USATestprep Progress 

platform to support students needing instructional and digital tools to 

address learning loss.

HOW CAN MY SCHOOL USE THESE FUNDS?

CRSSA provides an additional $82 billion in funding for the national 

Education Stabilization Fund (ESF). The ESF funding provides support for 

K-12 schools with a total of $54.3 billion added to the Elementary and 

Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund (called ESSER II). 

 

Although the ESSER II uses of funds are similar to those for ESSER, there 

are important distinctions between the two, including the period of funds 

availability, equitable services to non-public schools, maintenance of 

effort, and a report on efforts to measure and address learning loss. 

OVERVIEW OF CRSSA

Programs that help students and teachers with 
distance and online learning

Measure student progress to better gauge learning 
loss and growth

Academic summer learning in order to address 
student learning gaps

Evidence-based resources to improve academic 
instruction for learning loss recovery

Hardware or software that helps teachers 
interact with their students while remote learning

REMOTE LEARNING TOOLS

PROGRESS MONITORING

SUMMER LEARNING

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY

EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

LEARNING LOSS 
RECOVERY WITH 

CRSSA & THE 
PROGRESS PLATFORM 

BY USATESTPREP



HOW ARE FUNDS DISTRIBUTED

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY WITH THE 
PROGRESS PLATFORM

States receive funds based on the same proportion that each state 

receives under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 

Title-IA. 

 

ESSER II funds will be distributed according to the same process as the 

March 2020 funds with 90% flowing to local education agencies based 

on the Title I formula and 10% reserved for state-level activities.  

 

States are instructed to use all remaining ESSER funds before making 

use of the ESSER II funds.

We serve all students (struggling, 
bubble, on-level, and advanced) at all 
stages of their learning journey, with 
content that is 100% standards-aligned.

Our easy-to-understand data is 
immediately actionable and shows 
school, classroom, and individual 
student learning down to the exact 
domain and standard.

We save teachers time with pre-built 
or build-your-own assessments, 
automatic grading, and built-in 
remediation plans. Our platform may be 
used as a stand-alone or supplemental 
resource and includes printables, 
videos, benchmarks, quizzes, 
assignments, bell ringers, and more! 

COMPREHENSIVE
PLATFORM

PROGRESS 
MONITORING

“BRICK-TO-CLICK”
RESOURCES



CAN TITLE 1 FUNDING BE USED 
FOR USATESTPREP AND THE 
PROGRESS PLATFORM?  

WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT US

PROVEN RESULTS
READING

MATHEMATICS PRODUCT EFFICACY REPORT: RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
USATESTPREP PRODUCT USE AND STUDENT PERFORMANCE

TEACHER SATISFACTION: A PRODUCT EFFICACY REPORT

EVIDENCE-BASED PEER-REVIEWED STUDIES

“ ” 

Our Progress learning platform is an online assessment and recovery 

tool built 100% to YOUR state standards! Because we are a web-

based program that meets ESSA requirements, schools are able to 

use their Title-1 funding on our program.

“This program is the best I have used in 14 years of teaching. This 
more than prepared my students as well as allowed them to track 
their own progress for self-evaluation. I would highly recommend 

this product to other educators!”
- Stacey T., Georgia Educator

“I am always skeptical about online programs. However, in this one, I 
was able to clearly see the results. I can personalize for each student or 
class. The variety of assignments and lessons is fantastic. I was able to 

use it in and out of the classroom.”  
- L. Bukens, Florida educator

Students using USATestprep showed statistically a year’s 
worth in gains for Reading Comprehension.

Third-party research shows that USATestprep meets ESSA criteria as 
an evidence-based intervention. This means our offerings qualify for 
federal and state grant programs. Review the third-party research.

Over 90% of our teachers are likely or extremely likely to recommend 
USATestprep. - click here to see the study!

This product efficacy study on product use as it relates to state 
assessment performance investigated the relationship between 
the high use of USATestprep products at particular schools and the 
performance of the students at those schools on state assessments. 
The findings indicate that high use of USATestprep products 
corresponds to high student performance on state assessments in all 
twelve schools and across all subject areas. Comparison of 2018 and 
2019 pass rates at USATP high-use schools suggests continued use 
of USATestprep products increases pass rates year over year. See the 
study

Students using USATestprep showed nearly half a year’s 
more growth in Mathematics than their Control Group peers.

https://marketing-prod-assets.usatestprep.com/documents/Evidence-based_Studies.pdf
https://marketing-prod-assets.usatestprep.com/documents/Product_Efficacy_Report__Teacher_Satisfaction.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQuO0c10d_6jhodX2JwzJpR1OlkHeyH5SBOkKRaL0on2lzAUDHoe10cAAEi0whq8x3LbAuzBkohtGRW/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQuO0c10d_6jhodX2JwzJpR1OlkHeyH5SBOkKRaL0on2lzAUDHoe10cAAEi0whq8x3LbAuzBkohtGRW/pub

